Research Paper Rubric

Student Name: _______________________________________ 

Period: _________

Yes Test: You must receive all “yeses” for your paper to be scored. Any “no” will stop the process.

	Yes
	No
	Basic Requirement

	
	
	1. Paper typed, 5-10 pages, double-spaced, Times New Roman

	
	
	2. Thesis clearly stated in intro and referenced in the conclusion

	
	
	3. Correct MLA formatting

	
	
	4. Citing evident; including a Works Cited page

	
	
	5. Paper written in 3rd person; unless you were individually given permission to do so.


5—Masterful, clearly knowledgeable, sophisticated, practiced pattern

4—Skilled, knowledgeable 

3—Able, adequate, but lacks sophistication

2—Developing, superficial; evidence of a developing pattern

1—Novice; unacceptable skill application for college readiness

MLA Format (40 %)

	Skill application demonstrates use which represents 
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Margins (1 inch)
	
	
	
	
	

	Font size & style (12 pt, Times New Roman)
	
	
	
	
	

	Title & Heading  (correct placement & spacing)
	
	
	
	
	

	Header (correct page numbering)
	
	
	
	
	

	Line Spacing (consistent double-spacing throughout the entire essay)
	
	
	
	
	

	Parenthetical citations correctly formatted
	
	
	
	
	

	Works Cited page is correctly formatted
	
	
	
	
	

	Documentation demonstrates conscientious application of citing ethics
	
	
	
	
	


Introduction/Thesis (10%)

	Skill application demonstrates use which represents 
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Introduction clearly defines thesis
	
	
	
	
	

	Thesis is engaging; argument is clearly articulated; original, complex, sophisticated 
	
	
	
	
	


Content/Organization (25%)

	Skill application demonstrates use which represents 
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Overall content connects to thesis; it is clarifying, exploring, explaining, developing
	
	
	
	
	

	Demonstrates full knowledge by giving full explanations and elaboration.
	
	
	
	
	

	Well organized; text organization flows sensibly and smoothly; word choice
	
	
	
	
	

	All quotes are presented appropriately (not dropped) 
	
	
	
	
	

	Conclusion thoughtful, engaging, and clear
	
	
	
	
	


Evidence (20%)

	Skill application demonstrates use which represents 
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Information presented appears to be accurate, complete, and current 
	
	
	
	
	

	Evidence supports the argument/thesis.
	
	
	
	
	

	Evidence of sorting and selecting appropriate material (credibility of evidence)
	
	
	
	
	

	Evidence demonstrates depth and exhaustive research; minimum of 5 sources
	
	
	
	
	


Critical Thinking/Quality of Analysis (5%)

	Skill application demonstrates use which represents 
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	The work demonstrates surprising/insightful ability to take ideas further into new territory, broader generalizations, hidden meanings and implications; recognizes the value, credibility and power of these ideas
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