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As you already know, the research paper is the first part of your overall Taking Informed Action (TIA) Project.  The purpose of the research paper is to demonstrate your effective research, understanding and writing skills about a civic issue at the local, state or national level.

The topic of your research paper will serve as the center of your TIA project (Part II), which you will begin developing this semester.  Specifically, the research paper is the scholarly foundation that serves as the basis for your project.  It is your job to participate in an investigation of the information (data) that is already known about your chosen topic.  The research process is as follows:

· Find and compile data

· Analyze data (make original observations about the data)

· Show relationships between the data

· Make evaluations of the data (based on an original viewpoint: thesis)

Demonstrating your ability to effectively evaluate public information is one of the principal skills used in college-level courses.  The research process is more than just writing an extended essay, but includes knowing how to adhere to the writing style directions of the Modern Language Association's (MLA) specifications.  Please keep in mind that MLA is only one of several writing guides used by universities; these guides vary from one another each with their own rules for formatting. In college, you will need to adhere to the university's chosen guide; at CCHS we use MLA.  Therefore, for this assignment, you will need to demonstrate your ability to navigate and use the various websites and resources that instruct you on the MLA formatting process, as you would for any other style guide.

Please study the research paper rubric carefully.  It specifically details the elements that will be evaluated.  Please do not hesitate to ask for clarification or assistance with your research.  Research can be an exciting experience if you are passionate about your topic.  We are naturally more curious with things that interest us and it is important that you have selected a topic that will motivate you throughout the whole journey, including into your TIA project.  

With vast amounts of information available to you through the web, one of the most challenging parts of the research process will be evaluating credible and noncredible sources. Pay careful attention to the sources of your data as its credibility increases the credibility of your argument or analysis.  

Basic Elements of the Research Paper:

· 7-10 pages, double-spaced, Times New Roman

· MLA Style-formatting

· Original title

· Minimum of 5 sources (i.e., print, electronic, media, etc.)

· Parenthetical quotations

· Works Cited page 




DUE:  Friday, April 8, 2015
