Immigrants 
By Pat Mora
wrap their babies in the American flag, 
feed them mashed hot dogs and apple pie, 
name them Bill and Daisy, 
buy them blonde dolls that blink blue 
eyes or a football and tiny cleats 
before the baby can even walk, 
speak to them in thick English, 
 
hallo, babee, hallo, 
whisper in Spanish or Polish 
when the babies sleep, whisper 
in a dark parent bed, that dark 
parent fear, “Will they like 
our boy, our girl, our fine American 
boy, our fine American girl?”
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Name_________________________

1.  List all of the actions and emotions in the poem.  Include what is actually written, and what you can infer.  

2.  Which actions reflect the parents’ desire that their child become “American?”
3.  Is it good for the child that the parents do these things?  Why or why not?  

4.  Which actions reflect the parents’ desire to keep their cultural identity?

5.  What do the parents fear?

6.  What else do you think the parents fear?

7.  Do you think their fears are realistic?  Why or why not?

8.  How does this poem make you feel?  Does it make you feel more, or less sympathetic to the challenges faced by immigrants?  Explain.
Now, write a response poem from the point of view of a child of immigrants.    Your poem should be about the same length as the poem by Pat Mora.  
