HETEROSEXISM o

Introduction

Oppression directed against all females, lesbians, gay males, bisexuals, pansexuals,’ asexuals,?

transgender people, and intersexuals® goes by many names and has a number of subdivisions
and definitions. What connects them is the socially constructed and socially enforced binary
systems that divide people along strictly demarcated boundaries and borders into either/or
categories related to societai norms of self-presentation. The socially constructed notions of
“sex,” “gender,” and “sexuality’

y are org

ganized and maintained upon oppositional binary frames
with their attendant meanings, sociai roles, values, stereotypes, and behavioral and attitudinal
imperatives, expressions, and expectations. These features serve to maintain power and privilege
for those who accord with these norms, while marginalizing and disempowering groups and indi-
viduals who violate them. This structure is established and enforced on the societal, institutional,
and individual/interpersonal levels (Hardiman and Jackson, 1997). The most extreme and overt

forms of oppression are directed against those who most challenge, confound, or contest these
binary frames.

This section should be read in the context of the preceding section on sexism and the fol-
lowing section on transgender oppression. These three sections, taken together, present a
comprehensive view of the ways in which societal privileges and disadvantages follow socially
constructed understandings of the roles and expressions that attach to sex, gender, and sexu-
ality. This section’'s website provides further resources to explore and understand these three
interrelated yet distinctive components of sex, gender, and sexuality.

HETEROSEXISM DEFINED

| define heterosexism as the overarching system of advantages bestowed on heterosexuals based
on the institutionalization of heterosexual norms or standards and founded on the ideology that all
people_ are or should be heterosexual, which privileges heterosexuals and heterosexuality, while
excluding the needs, concerns, cultures, and life experiences of lesbians, gay males, bisexuals
pansexuals, and asexuals. We live in a paradoxical society in which loving sameness makes’






