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Cisgender Privilege

On the Privileges of Performing Normative Gender
Evin Taylor

The latin prefix “cis,” loosely translated, means “on this side,” while the prefix “trans™ is
generally understood to mean “change, crossing, or beyond.” Cisgender people are those
whose gender identity, role, or expression is considered to match their assigned gender by
societal standards. Transgender people are individuals who change, cross, or live beyond
gender,

Privilege is the “cultural currency” afforded to a person or group of persons who are
ecognized as possessing a desired social or political characteristic. Privilege is the stability
Society affords us when we don’t rock the boat.

- Gendered privilege is the collective advantages that are accepted, most often unknow-
ngly, by those who are not positioned in opposition to the dominant ideology of the
sender binary, Simply put: A person who is able to live in a life and/or body that is easily
ecognized a5 being either man/male or woman/female generally needs to spend less energy

' be understood by others. The energy one need not expend to explain their gender

Centity and/or expression to others is gendered privilege.
ﬂVislillilfouowing questionnaire was inspired by Peggy MFIntosh’s art.icle .“Unpacki.ng‘the
into th: Wh_lte Knapsack” (1988). This questionnaire is 1|}tended to inspire some insight
e ger é)nvxlgges of those who are, for the most part, cc?nsndered to .be performmg.norma-
o poz'r" Itis certainly not an exhaustive list, nor can it be generahzeld to people in every
the i Iﬁj“m Gendered privilege is experienced d:ffer.ently depending on the situation
Quest; Wvidual people inyolved. Readers of this article are encouraged to adapt the

stlonst . . L 1 ' et Il e y
O the O suit their own positioning and to come up with questions that can be added
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| TRANSGENDER OPPRESSION
1. Ca:; you be guaranteed to find a public bathroom that is safe and €quippeg 7
use u to
2. Can you be sure to find a picture of someone whose gender eXpression
yours somewhere on a magazine rack? eSemble,
3. Can you be reasonably sure whether to check the M ot F box on a form;
4. Can you be reasonably sure that your choice of checked box onl such fopp, ..
subject you to legal prosecution of fraud or misrepresentation of identity Will o
3. Are you able to assume that your genitals conform telatively closely ¢, portr
““normal” bodies? Ayals of
6. Can you expect to find a doctor willing to provide you with urgent medicy| y,.,
7. Are you able to make a decision to be a parent without being told that you ar:'
fused about your gender? “on-
8. Can you be confident that your health care providers will not ask to see your gepi
when treating you for a sore throat? Ehaly
9. Can you be confident that your health care providers will provide treatment fo, o
health concerns without assuming that you chose to be ill? e
10. Can you obtain a Passport and travel without government employees asking explicit
questions regarding your genitals?
11. Do people often act as if they are doing you a favor by using the appropriate prongyp
for your gender?
12. Can yo(lix> undress in a public changing room without risk of being assaulteq or
reported?
13. Are you able to discuss your childhood without disguising your gender?
14. Can you provide government identification without risking ridicule for your name or
legal sex status?
15. Do you need to Prove your gender before others will refer to you with your chosen
name and pronouns?
16. Can you wear a socially acceptable bathing suit?
17. Does the government require proof of the state of your genitals in order to change
information on your personal identification?
18. Are incidental parts of your identity defined as a mental illness?
19. Can you reasonably expect to be sexual with your consenting partner of choice with-
out being told you have a mental illness?
20. Do other people consider your lifestyle a mental illness?
21. How many mental illnesses can be put into total remission through medical surgeries?
22. Can you expect that your gender identity will not be used against you when applying
for employment? G
23. Do your sexual preferences cause people to assume that your gender identity 1
mistaken? ;
24. Can you expect to be reasonably eligible to adopt children if you should choo§e to?
25. Do people assume that they know everything about you because they saw an investt
gative news episode about plastic surgery? ; y
26. On most days, can you expect to interact with someone of a gender similar to you
own?
27. Can you expect to find a landlord willing to rent to someone of your gender? i
28. Do teachings about your national and cultural history acknowledge the existen¢
people of your gender identity? £ your
29. Can you be sure that your children will not be harassed at school because ©
ender? eir
30. %Ian you be sure that school teachers will not try to convince your children that th
understanding of their family members’ bodies is incorrect? o diculed?
31. Are you able to use your voice and speak in public without risk of being ridi
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called into question?

an you freely use che :
Cany bei y cks, credit cards, or Bovernment-j :
without being accused of using stolen financeg» issued ID in a grocery store

in the survival sex trade?

If you are asked for proof-of-age jp, ord
ert
reasonably sure that the cashier is ryino 1 P o135€ tobacco or alcohol, can you be

(?an you be sure that your gender identity doesn’t automatically label you as an out-
sider, an anomaly, abnormal, or something to be feared?

c(]:::styirg;le?:lr?gue for gender equality without your right or motivation to do so being
Does the state of your genitals cause you to fear violence if they are discovered?

Are your height, weight, muscle mass, or hair follicles used as “proof” that your
gender identity is mistaken?

Are your height, weight, muscle mass, or hair follicles consistently pointed out as
being incongruent with your gender?

Are your basic healthcare needs minimized by others who contrast them in priority
with lifesaving surgeries?

Can you find a religious community that will not exclude you based upon your genital
or hormonal structures?

If you are having a difficult time making new friends, can you generally be sure that
it is not because of your gender identity? = ;
Can you choose whether or not to think of your gender as a political or social
construct? for 3 o

When you tell people your name, do they ask you what your “real” name is?

Can you consider social, political, or professnonz‘ll advancements without hawlr)lg_ to
consider whether or not your gender identity will be called into question as being
appropri ancement? ¢
Dp(f pe%p?;eaig:;(:vthat they have a right to hear, and therefore ask, about your inti-
mate medical history or future? ,

Can you find gendered privilege in other places:
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